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Speakers for the April meeting:
Mike Schomaker and Jason Salzman
"Getting to Know Colorado Trees and Using 
Them to Find Mushrooms"

Learn how to identify Colorado trees from a true 
expert, long time member, Mike Schomaker.  It 
will be a real treat to see Mike.  Due to his tight 
schedule and the drive from Ft. Collins, he doesnõt 
often make it to our meetings.  He and Jason Salz-
man, publicity chair of CMS, will talk about the 
symbiotic relationship between  trees and mush-
rooms.  This information is invaluable in your 
hunt for Colorado's sometimes illusive fungi.

Mike and Jason will make a joint presentation.  
Mike will introduce or tune-up members with 
methods to identify Coloradoõs native tree species.  
He will cover the more common native trees and 
their habitats from the plains in the east to the me-
sas and valleys in the west.  Some specimens will 
be available to handle before and after the talk.  
Jason will alternate with Mike and highlight a few 
specialty mushrooms associated with each tree 
species.  Mike will also bring handouts to help 
with tree identiþcation and Colorado Tree Coali-
tion posters of the champion trees of Colorado for 
distribution to members.

Mike has two degrees from Colorado State Uni-
versity, a Bachelor of Science (1969) and a Master 
of Science in Mycology (1972).  In June of 1972, 
after receiving his Masters, he began work for the 
Colorado State Forest Service (CSFS) at Colorado 
State University.  He retired in 2003 after 31 years
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The Presidentõs Corner
CONGRATULATIONS!

The door prize for the 
þrst CMS meeting was an 
Organic Shiitake growing 
kit and was won by Adele 
Micelevicius!  The door 
prize for the next meeting 
will be The Nameko 
Mushroom Kit (Pholiota 

nameko), which is Japanõs second most popular 
cultivated mushroom (Shiitake is the most 
popular). This mushroom has a strong ÿavor, 
faintly reminiscent of cashews. Typically, one to 
two pounds of mushrooms can be harvested from 
this kit.  Be sure to show up for a chance to win!

The þrst 2004 CMS monthly meeting was one 
of the best that I have seen.  Seven speakers 
talked for roughly 10 minutes each about their 
favorite mushroom.  The speakersõ presentations 
ranged from a very scientiþc description of 
their mushroom to reminiscing of picking 
mushrooms in their youth.  Each talk was 
followed by questions and answers and kept the 
crowd entertained.  It was very informative and 
enjoyable ð good job everyone! 

Our new suggestion box was also a hit!  We 
had three suggestions: a recommendation for a 
particular speaker, to hold a class in mushroom 
cultivation and a request for a particular type of 
library book.  I hope everyone will continue to use 
the suggestion box, since there is limited time to 
disuss these things during the meetings.
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